timetowork.

Inthe spring of thisyear we
went to Cleveland Ohioto attend the wedding of
our niece Miwako to Matthew Renninger. Matthew
isintheU.S. Navy and isstationed in Japan on the
Aircraft Carrier Kitty Hawk. Matthew and Miwako
meet in Tokyo where shewasworking asatransa-
tor during theWorld Cup playoffs. They had a
wedding at Matthew’ shometownin Ohio.
Miwako's parents come from Japan and we accom-
panied themto Ohio.

over ahour.

We had areception after thewedding. It isaJapa
nese custom to honor both setsof parentswith
flowers. The pictureto theright showstheevent.
Miwako a so honored Tsuchino sincesheconsiders
Tsuchino to be her American mother. Whilegoingto
collegeat Eastern Washington University shewas
with usfor almost fiveyearsand waslike adaughter.

Christmas 2003

Itishardto believethat another year isalmost over.
Thisyear hasbeen asbusy astheprevious. Being so
busy after | retired | now wonder how | ever found

In September they had their Japanese wedding at the
historical Shinto Shrineat Dazaifu. Wewereableto
leaveearly for our triptoAustraliaand traveled via
Japan. Thisalowed usto attend thewedding. The
wedding was something to see. Tsuchinoand | had a
Shinto wedding when wewere married, but our
wedding wasnothing likethis. Therewasover a
hundred peoplein attendance and the ceremony took

Someday | will writeabout the experience of having ateenage girl movingin and taking over the spare

bedroom and bathroom.



After thewedding in Japan we returned to Tokyo
wherewe meet agroup of our friendsfrom Seattle.
Thewholegroup thenleft for Australia. We attended
theAustraian chapter of the Japanese I nternationa
Marriage Society’s 10th Annua Conference. The
conferencewasheldintheAustralian capita of
Canberra.

Weentered AustraliaviaBrisbane and spent 3 days

in Canberra. After the conferencewewereinvited
to areception at the Japanese Embassy. After the
reception wetoured Canberravisiting theAustralian
Parliament building aswell astheAustralian War
Memoria. Wethen visited aWW?2 Prisoner of war
camp where Japanese, German, and Italian prison-
ersof war were housed. Thetown of Cowrahas
theonly Japanesewar cemetery located outside of

Japan.

Wewent from Canberrato Melburn wherewe
spent oneday. Why wewent there| don’t know.
Wewere not therelong enough to do anything
SN useful.
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After Melburn wewent to Sydney wherewe

toured the OperaHouse and awild life sanctuary
wherewe got to pet Koalabears and Kangaroos.
Wethenwent to BlueMountainwhichisAudtralia's
version of thegrand canyon.
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| have spent the last several monthsworking on my book. | have apublisher for the book. American Book
Publishing of Salt Lake City hasaccepted it for publishing and | amworking with one of their book editors.
The processisvery time consuming and sometimesit seemsthat it will never get done. Most of theeditors
dothisasapart timejob so theturn around on the editstakes acoupl e of weeks. My original target wasto
finishright after the start of 2004. Now it appearsthat it will be March or April beforewe arefinished.

Working with aprofessional editor hasreally improved thequality of thebook and | am hopeful that it will
beasuccess. Themost common comment that | have gotten from people who read the manuscript isthat
they couldn’t put it down and read it in one or two sessions. One of our neighborsat Hood Canal told me
that they took turnsreading it to each other sinceit sounded better when read out loud.

Thissummer we had the pleasure of avisit fromtwo of my cousins. My cousin Mike Forrester and Ed
Forrester and their wivesvisited usafter they completed anAlaskacruise. | haven't seen either of them for
amost 30 yearssoit wasapleasuretotalk about old times.

During our last visit to Japanin May of 2002 | injured my kneewhen | fell climbing one of those Japanese
bridgesthat are shaped likeahalf circle. It wasquite painful for afew daysand | needed to use acouple of
Tsuchino’spainpills. | figuredit would get better in afew weeksbut it did not. After suffering withit for
severa months| had an MRI which showed that | had atorn miniscus. | had towait until after our trip to
Australiato havethesurgery to repair the damage. The doctor would not let metravel for 6 weeksafter the
surgery and that would have prevented me from making theAustraliatrip. So two week after wereturned
fromthetrip | had orthoscopic surgery on my right knee. The doctor who did the surgery wasthe same



doctor who did Tsuchino’ship replacement surgery. Shetold methat the tear had folded over and under
andthat iswhy it wasgiving me so much pain. Shecalled it my origami tear. The surgery was 6 weeksago
so| amdtill inrecovery mode, but everythingisgoing well.

Tsuchino and | have been el ected to be members of the board of the Seattle Japanese L anguage School.
Now we are on two boards, the Japanese L anguauge School and Japanese Community Servicesof Sedttle.
Tsuchino has started aproject to devel op a Japanese book library. We have converted aclassroom at the
Japanese Language school to alibrary and have had custom made bookshel vesinstalled. Tsuchinoand
soem of her friends are sorting through the Japanese booksthat have been donated and we hopeto have
thelibrary openinacouple of months. | have been assigned thetask of building acomputer for thelibrary
and devel oping adatabase software program to track the books and members.

| havefinished my Japanese classesat Belleveue Community College and am considering attending the
University of Washington to continue my studies. Theuniversity islocated about 20 milesfromwherewe
livesoitisapaintogoal that way for only oneclass. Tsuchinowantsmeto study for aDoctoratebut | am
not surethat | havethe energy. | most likely will enroll inthird Year Japanese next year.

If you have aninternet connection be sureto check out our web site at www.MikeandTsuchino.com. | have
alargenumber of picturesaswell asacopy of this Christmasletter, with the picturesin color, ontheweb
dgte.

We hope that you have a happy
and joyous Christmas
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